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Europe public sector 
administration
▪ €250 billion value per 

year

▪ ~0.5 percent annual 
productivity growth

Global personal 
location data
▪ $100 billion+ revenue 

for service providers

▪ Up to $700 billion 
value to end users

Manufacturing
▪ Up to 50 percent 

decrease in product 
development, assembly 
costs

▪ Up to 7% reduction in 
working capital

US health care
▪ $300 billion value 

per year

▪ ~0.7 percent annual 
productivity growth

US retail
▪ 60+% increase in net 

margin possible

▪ 0.5–1.0 percent annual 
productivity growth 
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“I keep saying that the sexy job in the 

next 10 years will be statisticians,” said 

Hal Varian, chief economist at Google. 

“And I’m not kidding.”
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~1.5M

~300K

Potential gap 
by 2018

~150K

Deep analytical

Big data savvy

Supporting technology

▪ Actuaries
▪ Statisticians
▪ Machine learning specialists

▪ Business managers
▪ Financial analysts
▪ Engineers

▪ Computer programmers
▪ Computer software engineers 
▪ Computer system analysts

Talent needed 

US EXAMPLE
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The United States graduates the largest number of people with
deep analytical training

1 India ranked third in 2008 with 13,270 people with deep analytical skills but India does not have a time series for these data. 
2 For France, the compound annual growth rate is for 2005 and 2008 because of data availability.

SOURCE: Eurostat; national statistical agencies; Japan Ministry of Education; India Sat; NASSCOM; China Statistical Yearbook; China 

Education News, April 2005; IMF World Economic Outlook; McKinsey Global Institute analysis

0

5

10

15

20

25

India1

Japan

Italy

Romania

France2

United Kingdom

Poland

Brazil

Russia

China

United States

080706052004

Top ten in the supply of deep analytical talent
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2011 Advanced Placement tests taken
US college placement test

267,772

120,128

Calculus Statistics

Ʃ
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Can statistics win and/or predict elections?
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For more information . . .

www.mckinseyquarterly.com/

@McKinsey_MGI

@McKQuarterly

@mchui

… and keep up to date 

with our latest insights:

Download a full copy of the MGI report, 

“Big data: The next frontier for innovation, 

competition and productivity:”

http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/mgi


